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NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that Hope Elementary School District (District) has prepared an Initial 

Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration (IS/MND) for the Hope Elementary School Gymnasium/Classroom Building 

Project (proposed project). Pursuant to Public Resources Code Section 21165 and the California Environmental 

Quality Act Guidelines (CEQA Guidelines) Section 15050, the Hope Elementary School District is the lead agency 

for the proposed project. The purpose of this notice is to (1) serve as a Notice of Intent (NOi) to adopt the IS/MND 

and (2) advise and solicit comments regarding the content of the IS/MND. 

PROJECT LOCATION: Hope Elementary School (ES) is located at 613 West Teapot Dome Avenue in the 

southwestern portion of unincorporated Tulare County, within the City of Porterville's urban area boundary. The 

proposed project would occur adjacent to the existing Hope ES campus on property owned by the District. The 

proposed project encompasses approximately 2.45 acres, which includes approximately 0.03-acres of the 

developed eastern section of the Hope ES campus (APN 303-060-009) and approximately 2.42 acres of the 

District-owned parcel (APN 303-060-041) adjacent to Hope ES (project site). The proposed project would 

redevelop the project site and would not disturb other areas of the Hope ES campus. 

Regional access to the Hope ES campus and the project site is provided by State Route (SR) 65 located 0.45 

miles west of the project site and SR-190 located approximately 2.0 miles north (see Figure 1, Regional Location). 

West Teapot Dome Avenue provides local access to the Hope ES campus and the project site (see Figure 2, Local 

Vicinity). 

PROJECT DESCRIPTION: The District is proposing to develop an 11,462 gross-square foot gymnasium and 

classroom building (Building L), with an interior square footage of 11 , 182 square feet (i.e. interior/functional 

space). The proposed project includes the demolition of the existing unpaved parking lot, removal of 

approximately 223 citrus trees, and demolition of one driveway onto the project site. As part of the proposed 

project, a chain link fencing and rolling gate on the east side of Hope ES campus would be removed and replaced 

to allow for grading and installation of new concrete walkway that would connect the proposed Building L to the 

campus.(see Figure 3, Hope Elementary School Site Plan) 

The Building L would include three classrooms; a multi-use gymnasium (5,798 square feet) with basketball striping 

and a ceiling mounted basketball hoop, two water fountains, and four direct entrances; two student bathrooms with 

EVERY C~ILD. EVERY OPPORTUNITY. EVERY DAY 



a vestibule area (Vestibule-1 ); a janitor closet; a stage area/ music classroom (1,325 square feet) with one 

accessible ramp and one wheelchair lift, folding partitions and associated vestibule area (Vestible-2), electrical, 

instrument and data rooms; and a roof access space. The gymnasium would include lighting, sound system, and 

HVAC. Additionally, Building L would include a rooftop solar photovoltaic system that would service the building. 

The proposed Building L would be surrounded by 17 ornamental trees. The project also proposes a new 8-inch 

wet-type fire hydrant and Fire Department Connection (FDC)/check valve for Building L. The proposed project 

would include construction of a new septic tank system connected to the proposed gym/classroom building. 

Additionally, the proposed project would construct new stormwater drain inlets and 46,448 cubic feet (CF) 

stormwater retention basin. A new 3,000-gallon septic tank, located on the east side of the project site, would 

capture the wastewater generated by the proposed project. 

The proposed project would increase enrollment capacity at Hope ES by a total of 60 students, from 260 to 320 

students. To serve the increase in enrollment capacity, the proposed project would increase on-campus staff by 

four. Typical daily use of the proposed building would have approximately 100 persons. 

Existing events on campus, which include physical education, basketball, volleyball, assemblies, and graduation 

would maintain the same number of participants and staff per event. However, spectators would increase for 

basketball and volleyball events from 50 spectators to 100 spectators, and spectators for assemblies and 

graduations would increase from 250 spectators to 400 spectators. The theater performances would be a new 

event as a result of the proposed project. Theater performances would occur periodically and would include 

approximately 5 staff, 50 performers, and 400 spectators on campus during the theater event. 

The construction of the proposed project would occur in one phase. Construction is anticipated to begin Spring 

2027 and complete Spring 2028. Construction activities would include demolition, site preparation, grading, 

construction, paving and architectural coating and landscaping/finishes. As part of the construction activities, the 

proposed project would include approximately 2,990 cubic yards of soil export. 

The District is seeking the following discretionary actions: 1) exempt the project site from local zoning, 2) approval 

of the proposed project, 3) adoption of the IS/MND, and 4) adoption of the Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting 

Program. 

ENVIRONMENTAL DETERMINATION: The District has prepared an Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration 

(IS/MND) to determine the proposed project's potential impact on the environment. The District has determined 

that the proposed project may have a significant effect on the environment, but by implementing the identified 

mitigation measures in the IS/MND, the proposed project's impacts would be reduced to less than significant 

levels. Accordingly, the District intends to adopt an IS/MND. 

PUBLIC REVIEW AND COMMENT: The District invites you to comment on the IS/MND. The IS/MND will be 

available for a 30-day public review from March 11, 2025, through April 10, 2025. The District asks that any 

person wishing to comment on the IS/MND provide written comments by the end of the public review period at 

5:00 p.m., April 10, 2025. 

Copies of the IS/MND are available for review at the following location: 

Hope Elementary School District 

613 W. Teapot Dome Avenue 

Porterville, California, 93257 

The document can also be accessed online at: https://www.hope-esd.org/Maintenance-and-Operations. 

You may send comments by email to rnmatta@hope-esd.org or mail to the addresses below: 
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Hope Elementary School District 

Attn: Melanie Matta, Superintendent/Principal 

613 W. Teapot Dome Avenue 

Porterville, California, 93257 

Board Meeting: A board meeting has not yet been scheduled. A separate notice of board meeting will be 

circulated pursuant to all applicable public noticing requirements once a board meeting has been scheduled. 

Date: March 11, 2025 

Signature: 

Melanie Matta, SuperintendenUPrincipal 

Hope Elementary School District 

Includes: 

Figure 1, Regional Location 

Figure 2, Local Vicinity 

Figure 3, Hope Elementary School Site Plan 
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ACCESSIBLE PATH OF TRAVEL: 
PATH OF TRAVEL (P.O.T J AS VERIFIED BY THE ARGHITECT IS; 
- A WMl-10N BARRIER FREE AGGESSIBLE ROUTE AT LEAST 48' HIDE WITH()LIT 

ANY ABRUPf VERTICAL CHANGES EXCEEDING 1/2' BEVELED AT 1,2 MAXIMl..ti 
SLOPE, EXCEPT THAT LEVEL CHANGES DO NOT EXCEED 1/4' VERTICAL. 

- THE PATH SURFACE IS SLIP RESISTANT, STABLE, FIRM, ANl:7 SMOOTH. 
- PASSIN!S SPACES AT LEAST 60' x bO" ARE LOCATED N:'.JT MORE THAN 200' 

APART (118-403.5.3). 
- GONTINJOUS GRADIENTS HAVE 60" 1£\/EL AREAS NOT MORE THAN 400' 

APART 0IB-403.1). 
- GR05S-5LOPE DOES NOT EXCEED 2%. 
- SLOPE IN THE DIRECTION OF TRAVEL IS 5% OR LESS UNLESS OTHER.HIS€ 

INDICATED AS A RAMP. 
- MAINTAIN P.O.T. FREE OF OVERHANG-ING OBSTRl.JGTIONS TOW' MINIMUM, 

FROTRI.JDING 08.....EGTS GREATER THAN 4" PRD....EGTION FROM WALL OR EDGE 
AND 21" ABOVE FINISH &RADE (IIB-301.2). 

ACCESSIBLE PARKING: 
EXISTING PARKIN& LOT 15 ADA COMPLIANT PER DSA APPLICATION =l=I02-IIB535. 
PARKING LOT COUNT: 

32 PARKING STALLS 
2 AGGESSIBLE STALLS REQUIRED PER G.B.G-. IIB-20B.2 
I AG-GESSIBLE STALL .\': I AGC-ESSIBLE VAN STALL ARE EXISTIN6 
2c=2, Tt-EREFORE OK 

ACCESSIBLE BOYS ! 6IRLS STUDENT TOILET ROOMS t UNISEX STAFF TOILET 
ROOM PER THIS APPLICATION 

ACCESSIBLE HI-LOW DRINKIN6 FOUNTAIN PER THIS APPLICATION. REFER TO 1/M 

ACCESSIBLE GAie PER THIS AF!'LICATION. 

STORM DRAIN BASIN, SEE CIVIL DRAWINGS 

FU11JRE SEPTIC TANK, BY OTHERS, NOT A PART OF THIS APPLICATION 

RJTUR:E SEPTIC TANK LEACH FIELD, BY OTHERS, NOT A PART OF THIS 
AFf'LICATION 

STORM DRAIN INLET, SEE CIVIL DAAV'IINGS 

ORNAMENT AL FEl'tlNG 

CHAIN LINK FENGINIS 

EXIST1N6 CHAIN LINK PENGIN6 

61.JARD POST/BOUARD, SEE ENLARISED SITE PLAN 

El£GTRIGAL EGIJIPl-'ENT, SEE ELEGTRIGAL DRAHIN6-S 

(E) ' TOW AWAY' SIGN ON (E) POLE TO REMAIN 

TEMPORARY PROJECT SIGN, SEE DETAIL I0/5D5 

36' V'IIDE X 72" LON6 DETECTABLE HARNING MAT. of EXISTING CONCRETE 
PAYING, SEE DETAIL I'1/5D5 




